Washington EMC—much more than electricity.

Serving members in Baldwin, Emanuel, Glascock, Hancock, Jefferson, Johnson, Laurens, Warren, Washington and Wilkinson counties

The Power behind your power

Lineworker Appreciation Day is April 11

ou've likely noticed Washington

EMC'’s crews out and about, work-

ing on power lines and other elec-
trical equipment in our community.
It’s no secret that a lineworker’s job is
tough—Dbutit’s a job that’s essential and
must be done, and often in challenging
conditions. As we celebrate Lineworker
Appreciation Day on April 18, I thought
I'd share some interesting facts about
electric lineworkers with you.

The work can be heavy, and in
more ways than one. Did you know the
equipment and tools that a lineworker
carries while climbing a utility pole
can weigh up to 50 pounds? That’s the
same as carrying 6 gallons of water.
Speaking of utility poles, lineworkers
are required to climb poles ranging
anywhere from 30 to 120 feet tall. Need-
less to say, if you have a fear of heights,

this likely isn’t the career path for you.

Lineworkers must be committed
to their career, because it’s not just a
job, it’s a lifestyle. The long hours and
ever-present danger can truly take a toll.
In fact, being a lineworker is listed in the
top 10 most dangerous jobs in the U.S.

Lineworkers often work nontra-
ditional hours and outdoors in diffi-
cult conditions. While the job does not
require a college degree, it does require
technical skills, years of training and
hands-on learning. Did you know that to
become a journeyman lineworker can
take more than 7,000 hours of training
(or about four years)? That's because
working with high-voltage equipment
requires specialized skills, experience
and mental toughness. Shortcuts are not
an option, and there is no room for error
in this line of work.

Wendy Sellers
President/CEQ

Despite the many challenges, Wash-

ington EMC'’s lineworkers are commit-
ted to powering our local community.

Continued on page 20B
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Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/washingtonemc.

Washington EMC

An electric membership corporation

258 N. Harris St. ¢« P.O. Box 598
Sandersville, GA 31082

Email: wemc@washingtonemc.com

Website: www.washingtonemc.com

Wendy Sellers, President/CEO

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mildred W. Jackson,
Chair, Tennille
Mike McDonald,
Secretary/Treasurer, Warrenton
Mike Beckworth, Harrison
Brenda English, Milledgeville
Billy Helton, Warthen
Jeff Lacksen, Sparta
Ken Vickers, Wrightsville

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday

PHONES
Local (478) 552-2577
Long distance (800) 552-2577

24-HOUR CALL CENTER
To report a power interruption
please call:
Local (478) 552-2577
Long distance (800) 552-2577

BRANCH LOCATIONS

12860 Broad St.
Sparta, GA 31087

100 W. College St.
Wrightsville, GA 31096

Convenient bill pay options include:
Drive-thru payment window
319 N. Smith St., Sandersville, GA 31082
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Pay your bill online
www.washingtonemc.com
Use the free Washington EMC mobile app
Look for WEMC in the
App Store or Android Market.
Pay by phone
(478) 552-2577 or (800) 552-2577
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Energy Efficiency

Tip of the Month

When streaming content, use the smallest
device that makes sense for the number of
people watching. Avoid streaming on game

consoles, which use 10 times more power
than streaming through a tablet or laptop.
Streaming content with electronic equipment
that has earned the Energy Star rating will
use 25-30% less energy than standard
equipment.

Source: U.S. Department of Energy

The Power behind your power,

Continued from page 20A

During severe weather events that bring
major power outages, lineworkers are
among the first ones called. They must
be ready to leave the comfort of their
home and families unexpectedly, and
they don’t return until the job is done—
often days later. That’s why a linework-
er’s family is also dedicated to service.
They understand the importance of the
job to the community.

Nationwide, there are approxi-
mately 120,000 electric lineworkers.
Washington EMC has 20 lineworkers
who are responsible for keeping power
flowing 24/7, 365 days a year. To do this,
they maintain more than 3,000 miles of
power lines across 10 counties and 4,000
square miles. In addition to the highly
visible tasks lineworkers perform, their
job today goes far beyond climbing util-
ity poles to repair a wire. Today’s line-
workers are also information experts

who can pinpoint power outages from
miles away. Line crews now use laptops,
tablets, drones and other technologies to
map outages, survey damage and trouble-
shoot problems.

Being a lineworker may not seem
like a glamorous job, but it is absolutely
essential to the life of our community.
Without the exceptional dedication and
commitment of these hardworking men
and women, we simply would not have the
reliable electricity that we need for every-
day life.

So, the next time you see a lineworker,
please thank them for the work they do to
keep power flowing, regardless of the time
of day or weather conditions. After all, line-
workers are the power behind your power.
Please join us as we recognize them on
April 11, and follow #ThankALineworker
on social media to see how others are rec-
ognizing lineworkers.



Save energy and money with FREE online tools at www.washingtonemc.com.

Can your home pass the test?

ne of the most preventable fires is
j an electrical one caused by defec-
N tive wires or outlets. How would
your home score on this quiz?
® Question 1: Do any cords on your
appliances, lamps or tools look frayed or
crimped?
® Question 2: Are any cords hidden
under rugs, where they can overheat
or get damaged when people walk on
them?
® Question 3: Are you using exten-
sion cords as a permanent solution to a
cord that’s too far from a plug? Exten-
sion cords are designed for temporary
use, not permanent use.
® Question 4: How many appli-
ances are plugged into a power strip that
is plugged into a single outlet? Do any of
your home’s outlets support two power
strips? An overloaded outlet can lead to
an overloaded circuit.

e Question 5: When is the last time
you tested your ground-fault circuit
interrupter (GFCI) outlets in the bath-
rooms, kitchen, laundry room and out-
doors? To test them, push the test and
reset buttons on the outlet.

® Question 6: How close are appli-
ances to heating vents, the stove, the
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oven or other heat sources? An over-
heated appliance could catch on fire and
will work inefficiently.

® Question 7: Are the batteries in
your smoke alarm and carbon monoxide
detector fresh? Change them twice a year
when you set the clocks forward or back
as the seasons change.

Before you dig, dial 811 0r visit
www.call811.com to protect
underground utilities. Careless digging
poses a threat to people; pipelines and
underground facilities. Contact 811 first
and help keep our community safe.
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Empowering members and communities—improving the quality of life.

Fiber internet will be a game-changer for our community

Check out our three speed tiers:

2 Gig* 1 Gig 100 Mbps

$99.95/month $79.95/month $49.95/month

**Connect Premier offers download speeds of up to 2 gigabits per second; upload speeds are
typically between 1 and 2 gigabits per second. 2 gigabit speeds can be obtained by directly

~ connecting via ethernet cable to the ONT. The device conducting the speed test must be
capable of sending and receiving data at a minimum of 2 gigabits of throughput.

Check availability at:
ConexonConpect. com
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